
Final Project – Some Guidelines and Suggestions
Math 4513 – Fall 2013

a. Pick a topic for your paper and presentation soon (if you haven’t already done so). Your
topic should have significant mathematical content. For example, The Fashion Sense
of Famous Mathematicians might make for a fascinating paper but unfortunately is not
acceptable.

b. To find a topic (or to find articles on a topic you’ve already chosen), it might help to
look at some issues of the main MAA (Mathematical Association of America) journals:
The American Mathematical Monthly, The College Mathematics Journal, Mathematics
Magazine. All are available and searchable through JSTOR which you can reach by
logging on to OU libraries and clicking on Databases and E-Reference (under QuickLinks
on the front page of the library’s site).

Another place to look is the MAA journal Math Horizons. The library has access through
JSTOR to all issues from 1993 to 2009.

Another resource: http://www.maa.org/programs/maa-awards/writing awards, a site
that describes various MAA writing awards and more importantly has links to many of
the award-winning articles.

Yet another resource (more advanced but with many accessible articles): The Mathemat-
ical Intelligencer available through SpringerLink in Databases and E-Reference on the
library’s website.

c. It’s fine to base your paper around an already existing one (in one of the MAA journals
or elsewhere). If you do this, you shouldn’t just transcribe from the paper. The first
step is to read it, maybe quickly at first to get an overview, then slowly to understand
and absorb the details. There will almost certainly be parts that don’t make immediate
sense and that you need to think about or do some background study on. Take notes on
the paper. Then write about it in your own words.

d. Your paper should be at least 4 pages and no more than 20 pages. Within these bounds,
the total number of pages is not important. Longer doesn’t mean better—quality matters
more than quantity.

e. I’d like to meet with each of you next week to finalize your topic and discuss the sources
you’ll use. I’ll send an email shortly about how we’ll schedule these meetings.

f. Papers are due by 5 p.m. on Dec. 13 (Friday of finals week) but you’re welcome to submit
your paper before the deadline.

g. We’ll start the in-class presentations on Nov. 26 (the last class before Thanksgiving
break). Your presentation should be about 20 minutes long. We’ll draw names to deter-
mine the order of the presentations.


